
Inmate Holding Area in the Superior Court Arraignment Courtroom 
Jail Restrictions and Protocols 

 
 
Items defense attorneys may take into the holding area: 
 

 Manila file folder with legal papers 
 Legal pad 
 Pen or pencil 
 Paper planner or calendar 

 
Items that may NOT be taken into the holding area: 
 

 Bags, purses, brief cases, accordion files (files with pleats on the bottom) and 
other similar items where more than a client file folder, legal pad, pen/pencil, 
paper planner or calendar may reside 

 Electronic devices (cellphones, smart phones, tablets, laptops, video or audio 
recording devices) 

 Paperclips and binder clips * 
 Letters, notes or photos from family/associates  
 Markers/highlighters  
 Rubberbands 
 Food/drink  
 Items similar to those above 
 Contraband, e.g., money, cigarettes, etc. 

 
 *   Custody staff recognizes paperclips/binder clips are necessary 
  sometimes to hold together papers or files.  Staff is OK so long  
  as there are not multiple clips on a file or paper.  Clips are particularly 
  hazardous because they can be used as a stabbing instrument, for  
  tattoo kits and to pick locks on handcuffs. 

 
Protocols to please follow: 
 

 Have clients sit down and remain seated when talking with counsel  
 Have clients move from the attorney bench to the back bench or to the corner, 

when attorney/client discussion is done 
 Have custody staff call a client out of the holding area, not the attorney 
 Exit the holding area when groups of inmates are being moved 
 Enter holding area after a group exchange ONLY when told it is clear to do so 
 If an altercation occurs, exit the holding area immediately for everyone’s safety  

 
 


